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to her food arrangements. A small charge for suhc
private accommodation more than covers the little extra
expense, and the arrangement ensures the popularity
and success of the Hospital, and is an unspeakable comfort
to the sufferer. Probably there are other countries where
similar privileges would be equally appreciated.
Our Indian Medical Work was started by Lieut.-Colonel
Sikundar (Dr. Andrews), M.D., V.C. As a youth of fifteen,
he went out to India with Commissioner Rahiman. Our
older Officers well remember fair-haired Harry. For
about thirty-three years he laboured in India, starting our
three principal Hospitals at Nagercoil in Travancore, at
Anand in Gujarat, and at Moradabad, in the United
Provinces. Of the last he was himself the architect,
and the builder, and the plans were considered so admirably
suited to Indian conditions that they were adopted by
Government as a model. The beginnings of this medical
work were primitive and romantic in the extreme.
As Adjutant Sikundar (Andrews), of the Nagercoil
Headquarters Staff, he started in a tiny bath-room a small,
amateur dispensary, the first insignificant seed of The
Salvation Army medical tree in India. He had at this
time received no medical training, but he was what might
be truly called " a born Doctor/' and he studied diligently
to fit himself for his task. As the work grew, and the
crowds that came for assistance increased, he felt the need
of someone with more skilled medical knowledge. His
home furlough being due, he left for London, where he had
heard that there was a Field Officer, Captain Turner, who
was a qualified Doctor, and feeling that here was the answer
to his prayers, he sought this comrade out. Long these
two consecrated young men sat and talked together;
vivid were the pictures the pioneer Officer drew of the
sufferings and need of the crowds that daily thronged to
the diminutive dispensary, nestling amongst the graceful
palm trees of Southern India, until listening the Captain
felt the half-formed desires and aspirations in his mind
grow to a certainty.
On parting it was understood that the Adjutant would
bring the matter before the then Chief of the Staff, our
present General. The result of these negotiations was that